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PTA Vision: 
 

“Making every child's 

potential a reality by 

establishing the NYS 

PTA as the premier 

organization for parent 

involvement and advo-

cacy for children.” 

PTA Mission: 

“PTA is a powerful 

voice for all children, a 

relevant resource for 

families and communi-

ties, and a strong advo-

cate for the education 

and well-being of eve-

ry child.” 
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Hello Huthers!  
It may be hibernation weather, but the PTA has been 
busy, busy, busy!  Students have enjoyed a plethora of 
enrichment activities this winter, including a super fun, 
high energy African Drumming show!  We also recently 
had the Huth Road Talent Show, featuring about 40 of our 
amazingly talented fourth and fifth graders.  And, of 
course, the annual Bazaar and Basket Raffle is right 
around the corner!!! This is Huth Road’s most anticipated 
event – the basket raffle, the cake walk, the food, the fun, 
the book fair, the fish pitch – so much fun for such a great 
cause: supporting the PTA so we can continue to provide 
so many things for our students! This year’s event is tak-
ing place on Friday, March 2nd from 5-8pm. We hope 
to see YOU there! 
 
Some other important dates to keep in mind: 
 
On March 6th, BMX Biker and America’s Got Talent semi-finalist Matt Wil-
helm is coming to Huth!  He will speak to the kids about kindness and resilience, all 
while wowing them with his sweet skills. Be sure to ask your kids about this! 
 
March 16th is our Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  If you are interested in helping 
plan the event or volunteer day of, please let me know – we’d love the help! 
 
Also, believe it or not, it’s also time for us to begin thinking about next year. We 
have a number of open positions that we need filled. From president and other board 
positions, to various events coordinators, there is something for everyone!  The PTA 
simply can not do what it needs to do without the help of volunteers.  So if you have 
even the tiniest bit of interest in finding out more about taking on a position, please 
contact me!   
 
Stay tuned for the MANY great events happening this spring at Huth. If you haven’t 
already done so, “like” us on Facebook to stay up to date on all of our activities!   
 

Bonnie Nevans 
Huth Road PTA President 
bonnienevans@gmail.com 

Annual bazaar & basket 
raffle 



What’s happening at Huth Road?  

Enrichment updates 

By Angela Hamilton, Vice President of Enrichment 
 
The Huth Road PTA Enrichment Committee has been busy planning many great activities for our 
students this year. The Enrichment Committee is comprised of Huth Road Teachers/Staff and a par-
ent liaison who serves as Co-Vice President. Each grade level is allocated funds to find outside pro-
grams that fit with topics, interests, and curriculum taught at that specific level. We have opportuni-
ties for students to learn about science, social studies, and even personal growth and well-being. So 
far this year, third Grade had a visit from Dr. Birdd who taught students all about simple machines. 
A certified yoga practitioner for children with special needs came in to work with Mrs. Maving’s 
class. The Zoo Trunk also came in to visit with Mrs. Maving’s students. 
 
We often have music and art enrichment opportunities as well! In the fall, the fourth and fifth grad-
ers went to an amazing Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra concert at Kleinhans Music hall. Mrs. Allen 
is currently looking into some art enrichment activities to bring in for our fifth grade students in the 
spring. In addition to specific grade level enrichment programs, we also have whole school pro-
grams to discuss culture, positivity, and anti-bullying. In January, the African Dance and Drum 
group came to visit Huth Road. They put on a very spirited and energetic show! Students learned a 
lot about the continent of Africa including information about languages, culture, and various instru-
ments that are played. The Dance and Drum group got students up on their feet to teach them some 
fun dance moves. They even got the teachers to perform a dance, much to the amusement and en-
joyment of the Huth Road students! We are excited to host BMX Biker Matt Wilhelm in early 
March for another exciting whole school program. Matt has been on America’s Got Talent and his 
program will focus on kindness, anti-bullying, respect, responsibility, and perseverance. We have 
had some amazing programs come to Huth already this year and we have many more programs 
planned for the rest of the year! Stay tuned for more information! 
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African Dance and Drum Group turn in a spirited performance (see more pictures on page 3) 
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Author Alicia Klepeis is coming to Huth Road on Tuesday, March 27, 2018.  
Alicia loves to research fun and out-of-the-ordinary topics that make nonfiction 
exciting for readers. She has written several books for children about world cul-
tures, American history, and scary insects.  She wrote three fictional world ad-
venture books about a family that travels to other parts of the world.  She has 
also written over 100 articles in magazines such as National Geographic Kids, 
Kiki, and FACES.   
Alicia began her career at the National Geographic Society. She also taught 
middle school for several years in Massachusetts.  She lives with her family in 
upstate New York.  We look forward to spending the day with Alicia to learn 
about the writing process and her life as an author.   
 
 

 

 

Author Visit at Huth Road 

 

Learn more about Alicia and her 
books at http://aliciaklepeis.com 



Calendar of Events— 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 
 
 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-
ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 
e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-
mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 
news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-
dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 
tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 
only the categories of information that are of interest 
to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 
Visit www.k12.ginet.org 
Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 
Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 
Enter the security number shown and press  
 “Sign Me Up” 

March 
       2nd Bazaar, basket raffle, and cake walk (5-8 p.m.) 
 7th Celebrate music concert (3rd grade chorus) (7 p.m.) 
 9th Viking Values luncheon (wear super hero clothes) (11 a.m.) 
 11th –23rd Pick a Reading partner 
 12th board of education meeting (7:30 p.m.) 
 16th  staff appreciation luncheon 
 20th PTA meeting(6:00 p.m.) 
 27 author visit (see page 4) 
 30th first day of spring break 
April 
      9th School resumes 
 9th board of education meeting 
       13th ELA assessments 
 20th Viking Values luncheon, Disney Day! (11 a.m.-1 p.m.) 
 23rd District wide meeting: PTA/PTSA 
 26th  Spring choral concert (7 p.m.) 
 
May 
       1-3 math assessments (grades 3-5) 
       10         spring band concert (7 p.m.) 
 14th superintendent’s day (no school) 
 14th  art show (at high school) 
 15th annual board of education/budget vote (high school) 
       18  Viking values luncheon (dress like a teacher!)  
       23  PTA meeting 

 
 

So many delicious treats to choose: the 
cakewalk 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/


Teacher story: Patricia Kwarciak  
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By Alice E. Gerard (newsletter editor) 

Here are some excerpts from an interview that was posted 

online on October 21st, 2017. To read the full interview, go to: 

https://alicesgrandadventures/2017/11/teacher-stories-13-following

-your.html 

Could you describe something that your class is doing this 

year? 

In my classroom, we do something called genius hour, which was 

started at Google. Employees are allowed 20 percent of their work 

time to do a pet project, something that they are passionate about.  

Basically, it is adapted for the classroom, where students are en-

couraged to find out what they are passionate about and then learn 

about it. So they pick a topic, they research it, they find out all 

about it, and they present it to the class.   

I had a student last year, who wanted to become a chef. Basically, I 

act as more of a guide so I told her to research a couple of famous chefs, interview some local chefs, which she did, 

and she put together a beautiful Power point Presentation. She created a cookbook, and then she brought in samples 

of food that she made for the class to taste.  

When the students have an active role in what they want to learn about, it makes them more enthusiastic about their 

learning. We’re just starting out this year. We have our wonder wall. The students come up with questions of cer-

tain things. One student last year wondered what it would be like to have a pet pig. The student researched every-

thing involved, including what to feed it, how to take care of it, everything that was involved in having a pet pig. 

Its a lot of fun. The learning never ends in here. Even as an adult, the learning never ends. We are always learning. 

There is always room to learn. 

What makes you happiest about teaching? 

I think that I love sharing knowledge. The learning never ends. I love to see how excited the kids get when they’re 

excited about learning, too. You see their eyes light up in excitement. 

What would you like to tell parents? 

I think that what we try to do here in our classroom is that we have this thing called the growth mindset, where we 

like to take on challenges and we don’t easily give up. If we come across a problem that seems a little difficult at 

first, we just need to figure out a way to maybe attack the problem differently or look at it differently and keep try-

ing. So I would say to parents is to challenge their children at home. Let them become a little frustrated and try to 

figure out problems on their own. But do so within reason. 

 



Need a fun activity for spring break? 
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Looking for a fun, hands-on activity during the spring break?  How about fairy tale engineering? 
Youth Services Librarian Pamela Edholm  at the Grand Island Memorial Library is planning 
some additional activities designed to engage kids.  More information is forthcoming. Please 
check with Ms. Edholm at the library. 
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Yoga is fun for students and teachers 

 
 

 

 

On Tuesday, February 13th, Mrs. Maving's students experienced a yoga class taught by 
Spencer Jones. Spencer is a certified yoga practitioner for children with special needs. The 
class was enjoyed by all students.  
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Come to the bazaar on March 2nd! 

 

Activities in the gym, a book fair, a cakewalk, a basket raffle… there’s something for eve-
ryone!  Friday, March 2nd, from 5 to 8 p.m. Bring the whole family and have a good 
time! 



Why Join the Huth Road PTA 

Huth Road   
2017-2018 PTA Membership Form 

 

 
 Name(s):  __________________________________  $5.00 per membership 
  
 Phone:  __________________________________  $ _______ Total enclosed 
 
 E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
       Child(ren)’s Name(s):  ________________________Teacher(s)____________________________ 
 

Please return to school with your check payable to Huth Road PTA in an envelope marked “PTA Membership” 
 

 

What is PTA? Why join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is to benefit your child.  
In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more PTA advantages: 

▪  Get Connected. There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school. 

▪  Tap into a Network. PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rapport and  

 discussing issues that are on your mind. You can share ideas, concerns, and experiences.  

▪  Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use for a noble cause—your 
child and all children in the community. 

 

▪  Speak Up. PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school. 

▪  Witness Improvement. By getting involved you’ll be part of the solution, helping make positive changes. Local PTAs 
play an important role in fundraising to provide school improvements, curriculum-based programs, and social events. 

▪  Be a Role Model. By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be showing your child the importance you place on education. 

▪  Enjoy Substantial Benefits. Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of benefits from PTA membership 
including discounts and offers from member-benefits providers and sponsors, magazine subscriptions, leadership train-
ing, e-newsletters and much more. 

       ▪  Upon receiving your card, log in to activate it and receive a coupon for $10 off a $50 purchase at OfficeMax. 

 

Please support our PTA through your membership. Clip and return this form to your student’s classroom teacher.  

 

http://pta.org/member_benefit_providers.asp

